
PLEASE SUPPORT THE VILLAGE AND STOP THE HOUSING 
ESTATE TO BE BUILT ON STEYNE ROAD/HILLWAY GREEN FIELD.

PLEASE SAY NO TO THE REVISED PLANNING APPLICATION
DEADLINE FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 2023.

ACTION NEEDED

To lodge an objection please visit: 
https://publicaccess.iow.gov.uk/online-applications/ or email: 

development@iow.gov.uk quoting reference 21/01884/FUL

Build a Better Bembridge is a non for-profit group of village residents of no 
particular political persuasion, who are solely concerned with the wellbeing 
of our village. We are hoping to make people aware of issues that affect our 
village and infrastructure of Bembridge.

JOE ROBERTSON 
 ISLE OF WIGHT COUNCILLOR FOR BEMBRIDGE

“ I have been working with Build a Better Bembridge and local 
residents  for over a year to ensure this planning application 
does not get approval. It is too big, destroys precious green 
space and does not meet any local housing need. I urge 
residents to voice their objections via the online planning 
portal or by email if easier, without delay.”



REASONS TO OBJECT
1.  LEGAL: The Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan recognises that some 

development is inevitable but that it should be small scale, tailored to identified 
needs and ideally on existing sites within the village NOT greenfield. If passed this 
application would undermine the principle of plan led development. 

2.  LANDSCAPE: The proposed housing estate is incompatible with the community 
landscape – The application site is an attractive green open space which acts as a 
transition between the built-up settlement of Bembridge and the undeveloped open 
countryside which makes up the remainder of the parish.

3.  FLOODING & DRAINAGE: Flooding issues previously raised with the IOW 
Council have not been sufficiently addressed in the new application. Bembridge has 
suffered major flooding issues recently. The Section 19 Flood Report commissioned 
by the IOW Council in 2022 identified this very area as prone to flooding.

4.  CONGESTION: The highways issues have not been addressed in the application.  
An additional 57 houses with 6 vehicle movements per day will generate 342 extra 
daily car movements in our already congested village. Bembridge is a remote village 
on a peninsula served by only two minor roads.

5.  ENVIRONMENTAL: The application is incomplete as there is no Environmental 
Study nor Ecological study. The site contains numerous ancient hedgerows, 
ancient English oaks (under tree protection orders). There is no reference to how 
biodiversity gain will be achieved. The application is therefore at odds with our  
newly acquired Isle of Wight biodiversity status.

6.  CONSULTATION: Limited attempt has been made by the absentee owners of 
the land - the Thornycroft family, or the developers – Thornwood, to consult with the 
Parish Council or Bembridge residents.

7.  NEED: There is a need for housing in Bembridge. This need is for GENUINELY 
affordable homes for local people earning Isle of Wight wages. Not for more luxury 
homes. The smallest proposed property has Rightmove evidence of being marketed 
at over £625K.

CONCLUSION: There is no material difference between the initial and this revised 
planning application 21/01884/FUL. The revised application does little to address 
the well-reasoned objections made by the local residents in January 2022. The impacts 
of building a housing estate on the edge of the village significantly and demonstrably 
outweigh the benefits and will cause real harm to the environment and infrastructure 
of Bembridge.

Further background information about the proposed development, to help with 
objections, can be found on www.buildabetterbembridge.co.uk


