
Please attend a 
meeting at the  
Village Hall on 

5th July at 
18:00 for more 

information

STOP THE HARM 
ACTION NEEDED

On 25th July the IW Council Planning Committee votes on the final 
application to build 56 new houses in Bembridge on greenfield land off 
Hillway Rd and Steyne Rd. An application for another development of 

130 houses is imminent. These developments will irreparably damage our 
community and the environment. It must be opposed.

“Bembridge Parish Council continues to strongly object to 
this major application, which is contrary to many policies 
in Bembridge’s Neighbourhood Development Plan. The 
plan, supported by 92% of residents at referendum, was 
made to protect the village from large scale development 
on this field. Community led planning should be supported 
& not ignored by planners & developers.”

Cllr Liz White 
CHAIR BEMBRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL

Visit the website below, and quote: 21/01884/FUL 
https://publicaccess.iow.gov.uk/online-applications/
or email: development@iow.gov.uk

HOW TO OBJECT:

Even if you have objected before, please object again. 



REASONS TO OBJECT
SEVERE HARM TO OUR ENVIRONMENT

•	 The drainage and sewage system in Bembridge is already operating at 
capacity. It is overwhelmed almost every time it rains which means that 
untreated sewage is dumped into the waters on our beaches. 

•	 We have 3 of the top 7 most polluting sewage outfalls in the South East  
of England. 

•	 The Lane End outfall discharges sewage yards from the beach directly into 
the “specially protected” marine conservation zone. The equivalent to 251 
Olympic swimming pools of sewage released in a year.

•	 No new major developments should be permitted until the drainage and 
sewage system is fit for purpose.

IGNORING LOCAL DEMOCRACY 

•	 We do not believe this application has been assessed objectively by 
planning officers as expert reports and 612 community objections have 
been brushed aside.

•	 The legally binding Bembridge Neighbourhood Development Plan  
(BNDP) has been ignored.

•	 Bembridge Parish Council is unanimously opposed to this major 
development which contravenes the BNDP.  

•	 The need for additional housing is recognised and over the last 4 years 
the village has produced 54 new houses including a significant number 
of genuinely affordable houses for Island families on Island wages. A vast 
majority of the new proposed houses will not be affordable to Islanders.

THE LAW IS CHANGING, SO WHY NOW? 

•	 The Government is about to introduce new planning legislation which  
will remove mandatory housing targets, make it more difficult to build  
on greenfield sites and support community generated housing plans.

•	 Many other councils in the South of England have paused determining 
large applications until the new legislation is passed.

•	 Why is the Planning Office aggressively promoting this application 
to develop? We will irretrievably lose a valuable greenfield site with 
destructive harm to Island beaches, the Island biosphere, the Solent  
and tourism.

Build a Better Bembridge is a non for-profit group of village residents of no particular political 
persuasion, who are solely concerned with the wellbeing of our village. We are hoping to make 

people aware of issues that affect our village and the infrastructure of Bembridge.


